Cultural Resources Element

Overview

Like many communities in the metro Charleston region, the Summerville Planning Area has cultural
resources that are a key component of the appeal and quality of life of the community. These cultural
resources serve as a source of pride for residents, as well as draw visitors. It is important for
Summerville and its residents to preserve and enhance these resources to continue to progress as a
community.

The Town of Summerville continues to maintain its core areas and small-town character, despite the
increases in population and development that have taken place in other sections that have been
annexed over the years and in sections of the Summerville Planning Area outside of the Town limits.
Within the Town limits, this has been accomplished through a variety of means. These include the civic
involvement of its residents, the creation of historic or conservation districts within its boundaries, via
the encouragement of local public art programs, by the donation of conservation easements by
residents to assist in the creation of trails and walkways, and by obtaining federal and state grants to
assist in the implementation of plans set forth by the Town and its residents.

Summerville continues to increase opportunities to observe and interact with its natural and cultural
resources, both inside of the Town limits and within the Summerville Planning Area. These scenic
resources are of importance to the tourism industry in Summerville and the metro Charleston region,
and help to improve the quality of life for residents of the Planning Area.

Historic Resources

The Town of Summerville, due to its long and storied
history and retention of core elements of its downtown
and central areas, has made the effort to enhance its
small-town qualities and historic structures through
inclusion of these structures and properties in the
National Register of Historic Places. The Town has
worked with a number of local and regional
organizations that are active in preservation efforts.
These organizations include the Middleton Plantation

Foundation, the Summerville Preservation Society, the

X T ) Ashley River Corridor Preservation Coalition, the South
Above: An example of a historic home in the

Summerville Historic District. Carolina Heritage Corridor, and the Historic Charleston

Foundation.

The Town continues to work with property owners, other local governments, preservation activists, and
with local and state agencies to support and enhance its historic properties. One of the numerous plans
and preservation efforts completed was the creation of the 2003 Ashley Scenic River Management Plan.
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One of the goals of that Plan is to preserve the natural beauty of the lands along the Ashley River in
Dorchester and Charleston counties and protect them from development pressures that have affected
downstream areas of the river closer to Charleston.

The Summerville area is fortunate to have a number of properties and corridors that are listed on the
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). These locations are listed in Table CR1. In addition, the
location of the Summerville Historic District in the Town is shown on the Summerville Historic District —

Map # 17.

Table CR1: Listed National Register of Historic Places Properties
Located In and Near Summerville
Approximate Date

Name of Site of Construction Location of Site
Along the Ashley River & S.C. Hwy.
Ashley River Historic District varies 61, Charleston & Summerville
vicinities
S.C. Hwy. 61 between Church Creek
Ashley River Road varies & S.C. Hwy. 165, Charleston &

Summerville vicinities

Middleton Place (Birthplace of Arthur

Middleton) ca. 1755 S.C. Hwy. 61, Summerville vicinity
Old Dorchester (Old Dorchester State

Park; Fort Dorchester) ca. 1757 S.C.Hwy.642, Summerville vicinity
Old White Meeting House Ruins &

Cemetery ca. 1700 S.C. Hwy. 642, Summerville vicinity
Summerville Historic District varies Summerville

Source: National Register of Historic Places, National Park Service

Additionally, there are a number of sites that are eligible for inclusion in the National Register. According
to the National Park Service, properties that meet the following criteria:

e Are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history; or

e Are associated with the lives of significant persons in or past; or

e Embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or that
represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a
significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction; or

e Have yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in history or prehistory.

Source: National Register Criteria for Evaluation, National Park Service
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According to the National Park Service, while “cemeteries, birthplaces, graves of historical figures,
properties owned by religious institutions or used for religious purposes, structures that have been
moved from their original locations, reconstructed historic buildings, properties primarily
commemorative in nature, and properties that have achieved significance within the past 50 years shall
not be considered eligible for the NRHP, such properties will qualify if they are integral parts of districts
that do meet the criteria or if they fall within the following categories: (spacing and numbering of the
following list is not consistent with the one on previous page, plus lettering is a different font than rest
of text)

e A religious property deriving primary significance from architectural or artistic distinction or
historical importance; or

e A building or structure removed from its original location but which is primarily significant for
architectural value, or which is the surviving structure most importantly associated with a
historic person or event; or

e A birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding importance if there is no appropriate
site or building associated with his or her productive life; or

e A cemetery that derives its primary importance from graves of persons of transcendent
importance, from age, from distinctive design features, or from association with historic events;
or

e A reconstructed building when accurately executed in a suitable environment and presented in
a dignified manner as part of a restoration master plan, and when no other building or structure
with the same association has survived; or

e A property primarily commemorative in intent if design, age, tradition, or symbolic value has
invested it with its own exceptional significance; or

e A property achieving significance within the past 50 years if it is of exceptional importance.”
Source: National Register Criteria for Evaluation. National Park Service

Based on these criteria, there are a number of additional properties within the Summerville Planning
Area that may be eligible for inclusion on the NRHP. These may be listed in the future as part of an
expansion of existing districts, or as stand-alone historic sites. A partial listing of these sites is included
in Table CR2. Additionally, the Town and other local governments may look into identifying additional
areas as desired.
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Table CR2: Partial Listing of Summerville Properties Eligible for
Inclusion into the National Register of Historic Places
Name Approximate Date of Location
Construction
St. Stephen’s Reformed 1885 104 N. Palmetto St.
Episcopal Church
Old Dorchester County Hospital 1937 500 N. Main St.
Properties in the Summerville Varies Central Summerville
Historic District area
Limehouse House Early 1900’s 225 Stallsville Loop

Source: Preservation Consultants, Inc. 1997 Dorchester County SC Historic Resources Survey

Certified Local Government

The Town can better protect existing historic resources by gaining Certified Local Government (CLG)
Designation from the National Park Service and the South Carolina State Historic Preservation Office
(SHPO). Certified Local Governments are eligible to apply for earmarked historic preservation funding,
can receive technical help directly from the SHPO, can directly participate in statewide preservation
programs, and can comment on nominations of historic properties before they are submitted for state
review. As of October 2010, there are 28 CLG’s in South Carolina, including the City of Charleston and
the Towns of McClellanville and Mount Pleasant.

According to the South Carolina SHPO, a community interested in applying for CLG designation would
need to do the following:

e Enforce appropriate state or local legislation for the designation and protection of historic
properties. This means Summerville would need to pass a historic preservation ordinance that
meets state guidelines.

e Establish an adequate and qualified historic preservation commission by state or local
legislation.

¢ Maintain a system for the survey and inventory of historic properties.

e Encourage public participation in the local historic preservation program, including the process
of recommending properties for nomination to the National Register.

e Submit an application to the SHPO requesting certification.

Unique Structures and Areas

The Short Central area of historic downtown Summerville has recently received a facelift that has turned
a block of Central Avenue into a pedestrian-only byway, allowing for outdoor dining along the street, as
well as creating a small green space at the end of the Avenue. In addition, a number of structures in the
Downtown District have , as part of the 1997 Historic Survey, been considered as “unique structures” in
the Town. Table CR3 lists some of the unique structures that are present in the Summerville area.
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Table CR3: Unique Commercial Structures in the Town of Summerville

Location

Former Use

Current Use

208 W. Doty Ave.

Coca-Cola Plant

Summerville Family YMCA

140 W. Richardson Ave.

Kornahrens Dry Goods

The Finishing Touch

135 W. Richardson Ave.

Summerville Post Office

Summerville CPW

100-120 Main St.

0.J. Sires

Shops

129 W. Richardson Ave.

Cauthen's Hardware

Peoples, Places, and Quilts

Source: Summerville Planning Commission

Scenic Resources

The Summerville Planning Area is blessed with a
number of aesthetically pleasing environmental
elements. These elements are a source of great
benefit to residents and visitors. For centuries,
these elements have helped to attract people to
the community, beginning when residents of
Charleston would summer in Summerville in
order to avoid the high humidity and malarial
conditions present along the region’s coastline.
The stands of long-leaf pine also provided for an
aesthetically pleasing backdrop to life for the
Town’s residents. Many of these pine trees have
been preserved over the years by the Town’s first
in the nation Tree Ordinance; as evidenced by the
pine in the Town’s seal and the Town Motto
“Sacra Pinus Esto- The Pine is Sacred”.

Above: The tree-lined streets and walkways create scenic
beauty for residents of Summerville and visitors to the Town.

In Summerville’s Old Town section, winding roadways lined with pine trees and larger-lot homes help to
remind residents and visitors of what Summerville’s original residents saw. In the downtown area,
Hutchinson Square and Azalea Park provide a scenic backdrop and a pleasant place to sit, converse, and
people watch. Finally, the western part of the Planning Area is located along the banks of the Ashley
River, a State Scenic River that has served as a corridor for residents and goods moving between
sections of the Lowcountry region since pre-historic times. A goal that Summerville has previously
identified for itself is to ensure that future generations of residents are able to gain access to the Ashley
River for recreational needs, including boating and fishing. The Dorchester County Parks and Recreation
Master Plan identifies an Ashley River park site that if built would potentially include a canoe/kayak
launch for boaters, as well as multiple fishing locations along the river side.
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Gathering Places

As identified in the Future Land Use Element, Gathering Places are “places of worship, schools, parks,
and active recreational amenities within a community.” The following is a summary of the Gathering
Places located within the Town’s boundaries and within the Summerville Planning Area.

Recreational Facilities

Summerville continues to be the major provider of public recreation facilities for the lower part of
Dorchester County. The Town’s Parks and Recreation Department oversees the development,
maintenance, and operation of the Town’s parks. Dorchester County and private recreation providers
are beginning to take a greater role in the provision of recreational opportunities for the area,
particularly in sections of the Summerville Planning Area outside of the Town boundaries. A listing of
the Town’s publicly maintained recreational facilities is included in the Community Facilities Element of
the Plan. More information about privately owned and maintained recreational facilities and future
recreational needs for the Town and surrounding areas of Dorchester County is included in the 2009
Dorchester County Parks and Recreation Master Plan.

Religious Facilities

The role of religion is of great importance to many Summerville’s residents. Churches and other religious
facilities serve as gathering places, community centers, places of bonding over common theological
ground, and locations for spiritual nurturing for people of various races, creeds, and cultural
backgrounds. The architectural design of many churches also serves as an attraction to visitors. A partial
listing of the churches and religious institutions in the Summerville Planning Area is included as Table
CR4, most of which are shown on the Summerville Planning Area Major Places of Worship — Map # 18.

Table CR4: Partial Listing of Places of Worship Within the
Summerville Planning Area (as of November 2010)
Congregation Name
Kingdom Hall-Jehovah's Witness

Grace Lutheran MS
North Trident Baptist Church

Baum's Temple AME Zion Church
Bethel AME Church

Bethany United Methodist Church
Boone Hill United Methodist Church Oakbrook Community Church

Central Baptist Church Olive Branch Baptist Church

Church Of Christ Reformed Episcopal Church

Scots KIRK Associate Reformed Church
St Paul's Episcopal Church

Crossroads Community Church

Emanuel Baptist Church

Epiphany Episcopal Church Summerville Baptist Church
Fellowship Of Oakbrook

First Missionary Baptist Church

Summerville Presbyterian Church

Summerville Seventh Day Church

Flowertown Baptist Church

Wesley United Methodist Church

St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

Summerville Seventh Day Adventist Church

Cornerstone Baptist Church

St. John the Beloved Roman Catholic Church

Stallsville United Methodist Church

Seacoast Church Summerville

Source: Berkeley Charleston Dorchester Council of Governments, Town of Summerville
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Schools

As described in the Community Facilities Element, residents of the Summerville Planning Area are served
by schools in Berkeley, Charleston, and Dorchester Counties. The primary school district serving the
Summerville Planning Area is the Dorchester County School District #2. There are also a number of
private schools located within the Summerville Planning Area.

Educational and Civic Institutions

As mentioned in the Community Facilities and
Economic Development Elements, the role of
education is of great importance to
Summerville. In addition to the public and
private schools located in the Planning Area,
numerous local museums and library facilities,
including the Summerville Dorchester Museum
and the Timrod Library, continue to educate
residents and visitors of the history of the
Summerville area and its role in the history of
the metro Charleston region and South
Carolina.

Above: The Summerville-Dorchester Museum.

Cultural Events

Numerous cultural events throughout the year
are held within the Summerville Planning Area.
These events range from those that are typical
to communities of Summerville’s size,
including a weekly Saturday morning Farmers
Market during the spring, summer, and early
fall months, an annual Fourth of July
celebration (Red, White, & Blue on the Green),
and an annual Christmas parade, to events
that are unique to Summerville that draw
regional and/or national interest. These events
: t not only provide a cultural benefit to residents
o of the Summerville Planning Area, but also an

Above: The Summerville Farmers Market held every Saturday economic benefit to local businesses.
between April and November, is one of the many cultural
events that take place in the Planning Area throughout the

year.

Two of the largest of the regional events are the Flowertown Festival and the Sculpture in the South
Annual Show and Sale. Since 1973, The Flowertown Festival has been held to coincide with the
beginning of spring in the Summerville area. Visitors come to the festival to view the azaleas and
dogwoods that are blossoming in the town parks, to sample the entertainment and food offerings, and
to view and purchase arts and crafts.
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Since 1999, Sculpture in the South provides visitors with the chance to interact and purchase sculptures
from leading sculptors from throughout the Southeastern US (more than 35 sculptors had exhibits in
2010), and is held in mid May in and around Azalea Park. Proceeds from sculpture sales at the show are
used for a Permanent Public Sculpture Program. Sponsored by the non-profit Sculpture in the South, this
program has resulted in the installation of 20 sculpture pieces (as of August 2010) in parks and other
public locations in Summerville.

A partial listing of key cultural events that take place in the Summerville Planning Area is included on the
next page as Table CR5.

Table CR5: Key Cultural Events & Activities in the Summerville Planning Area
Event Name Approximate Dates
Walking Tours of Historic Homes and Gardens Year-Round
Third Thursdays/ Art Walk March to September
Farmers Market Early Spring-Late Fall, Saturday Mornings
Flowertown Garden Club Spring House Tour March
Flowertown Festival Early April
Concerts in the Park All Summer
Sculpture in the South Show and Sale Mid May
"Red, White & Blue on the Green" July 4th
Greater Summerville/Dorchester County
Chamber of Commerce Business Exposition September
Summerville Kitchen Tour October
"Ghostwalk" October
Harvest Moon Hayride October
"Scarecrows in the Square" October-November
Taste of the Town Early November
Tree Lighting in Town Square December
"Holly Days" December, Thursdays and Saturdays
Christmas Parade December
Source: Town of Summerville

Cultural Resources Element




Performing Arts Groups

Within the Summerville Planning Area,
several groups and troupes play a continuing
role in the performing arts in the community.
These performances bring attention to
Summerville and its residents, as well as
provide an economic benefit for nearby
businesses. The Singers of Summerville, a
community choir founded in 2003, performs
choral versions of what, according to their
website, is the “best sacred and secular music
of the last five centuries for the enjoyment
and musical education of the Greater
Charleston community.” The Town is also
home to the Summerville Community
Orchestra, a group of approximately 30
residents that perform several times per year
in Summerville and in other communities in
the metro Charleston region.

Above: The James F. Dean Theater, a restored movie theater
across from the Town Square, is the home of the Flowertown

Players.

The best known of Summerville’s performing arts organizations is the Flowertown Players. Since 1976,
the Flowertown Players have presented quality community theater productions while providing,
according to the Players’ website, “education and literary performing arts projects for all segments of
the tri-county population.” The Players perform several shows per year at its long-time home in the
restored James F. Dean Theatre in downtown Summerville.

Civic and Performing Arts Center

r

Above: The Summerville National Guard Armory is being
considered as a potential site for a civic center for
performing arts and other civic activities.

In 2008 the Town’s Arts, Business and Civic Coalition
(ABCC) was formed. The primary goal of this
organization is to encourage the creation of a civic
center facility in the Summerville area that would
provide a home for the Summerville Community
Orchestra and the Singers of Summerville, as well as
a venue for other performing arts endeavors, and
civic events. As discussed in the 2009 Comprehensive
Plan Update, several locations have been considered
for a performing arts and civic center. Since the time
of the Update, the ABCC has narrowed its search for
a potential civic center site to the former National
Guard Armory. The committee hopes it can work
with the Town, businesses, and other donors, to
opening and operating a center at either the Armory
site, at one of the locations identified in the 2009
Comprehensive Plan Update, or elsewhere in the
Summerville Planning Area.
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Civic Organizations

Over the years, a great number of civic organizations and clubs have taken root within the Summerville
Planning Area. These organizations provide events, projects, fellowship, and community development
activities for Summerville and its residents. While a listing of public and private schools located in and
near the Summerville Planning Area is included in the Community Facilities Element of the
Comprehensive Plan, a partial summary of other community educational institutions, civic organizations,
and clubs is included as Table CR6.

Table CR6: Partial listing of Educational Institutions, Civic Organizations &
Clubs in the Summerville Planning Area

Dorchester County Public Library-Summerville Branch | Summerville Kiwanis Club
Summerville-Dorchester Museum Summerville Preservation Society
Greater Summerville Chamber of Commerce Summerville Rotary Club

Libraries associated with various churches Summerville Sertoma Club
Middleton Place Timrod Library

Summerville D.R.E.A.M. Summerville Cultural Arts Alliance
Summerville Family YMCA Sculpture in the South
Summerville Jaycees Flowertown Garden Club

Source: Town of Summerville
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Cultural Resources Goals, Objectives, and Strategies

HISTORIC SITES

Buildings, sites and landscapes of historic significance are some of the most valuable and tangible links
to a community’s past. Hundreds of these resources still exist in Summerville, many of which have not
been delineated. Identification and preservation of unmapped and mapped sites ensures that these
contributions to the cultural resources in the Summerville Planning Area are not lost. As growth
continues, protection of these resources will become more difficult and will require greater effort.

Goal: Preserve and enhance existing historic buildings and sites within the Summerville Planning Area.

Objective: Expand the Downtown historic district and identify other locations within the Planning
Area where National Register of Historic Places designation would be appropriate.

Objective: Explain the benefits and techniques that can be used to protect and enhance historic
buildings in the Town.

STRATEGY PARTNERS IMPLEMENTATION
Tools FUNDING PRIORITY | TIMELINE

Continue periodic studies that | Town Staff | Comprehensive Grants Medium | On-going
identify potential historic properties, | coordinating Plan,
sites, and areas. with SC Dept. of | Preservation

Archives and | Society

History,  South

Carolina

Historical

Preservation
Office, Local
Colleges and
Universities,
County
Governments,
Town Council
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STRATEGY PARTNERS IMPLEMENTATION
Tools FUNDING PRIORITY | TIMELINE
Following the recommendations of | Town Staff | Comprehensive General High On-going
the Dorchester County Historic | coordinating Plan, Historic | Fund,
Resources Survey of 1997, expand | with SC Dept. of | Resources Grants
the Historic District to include | Archives and | Survey of 1997,
adjacent areas and other scattered | History, South | Zoning
sites of importance in the | Carolina Ordinance
Summerville Planning Area. Historical
Preservation
Office, Local
Colleges,
Dorchester
County and
other County
Governments.
Investigate the possibility of the | Town Council, | Tax Incentives Tax Low Long-
development of local tax incentives | Dorchester Incentives term
to encourage private property | County
owners to maintain historic | Economic
properties. Development
In  accordance with the 2009 | Town Council | Comprehensive General Medium | On-going
Comprehensive Plan Update, | Town Staff, | Plan Fund
coordinate with Berkeley, | Planning
Charleston, and Dorchester counties | Commission
on historic preservation issues
relevant to each county
Educate the public on historic | Town Staff, | Seminars, Private Medium | On-going
preservation issues and techniques | Dorchester- Brochures Grants
such as use of deed restrictions on | Summerville
historic properties to protect these | Museum,
sites for future generations. Summerville
Preservation
Society, Area
colleges and
universities
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STRATEGY PARTNERS IMPLEMENTATION
TooLs FUNDING | PRIORITY | TIMELINE

Educate property owners on the tax | Town Staff, SC Seminars, Private Medium | On-going
benefits, grants, and low-interest Department of | Brochures Grants
loans available to sites listed on the Archives and
NRHP. History, State

Historic

Preservation

Office
Encourage coordination of existing Town Council, Comprehensive General High On-going
organizations (garden clubs, DREAM, | Town Staffand | Plan, Downtown Fund
etc.) in their efforts to promote and Citizen Boards Master Plan
enhance downtown Summerville.
Create a historic preservation plan Town Council, Comprehensive General Medium | Short-
for the Summerville Planning Area Town Staff, Plan, Preservation | Fund term

Planning Plan, Town Code

Commission
Pass a historic preservation Town Council, Comprehensive General Medium | Short-
ordinance applicable to the Town Staff, Plan, Preservation | Fund term
Summerville Planning Area Planning Plan, Town Code

Commission
Become a Certified Local Town Council, Certified Local General Medium | Short-
Government in conjunction with the | Town Staff, Government Fund term
standards set forth by the State Planning Program,
Historic Preservation Office and the Commission, Comprehensive
National Park Service State Historic Plan

Preservation

Office
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Goal: In accordance with the recommendations of the 2009 Comprehensive Plan Update, develop and

coordinate parks and green spaces to preserve the historic and scenic atmosphere of the Summerville

Planning Area.

Objective: Preserve additional areas of parks and green space in the Summerville Planning Area

STRATEGY PARTNERS IMPLEMENTATION
Tools FUNDING | PRIORITY | TIMELINE
Identify potential areas  for | Town Council, | Comprehensive General High On-going
expansion or preservation of parks | Planning Plan, GIS, | Fund,
and green areas. Commission, Development Grants
Town Staff, | Agreements
Private
Developers
Work with private funding sources | Town Council, | Comprehensive Private Medium | Short-
and property owners in the | Town Staff, | Plans, Funding term
preservation and development of | Private Conservation
parks and green areas. Property Easements,
Owners, Land | Development
Trusts Agreements
Research financing options for | Town Staff, | Comprehensive Grants, Medium | On-going
planting trees, historic preservation, | Town Council Plan, Zoning | Accommo
and other enhancement projects Ordinance -dations
within the Summerville Planning and
Area. Hospital-
ity Tax
Encourage the wuse of cluster | Town Council, | Comprehensive General High On-going
development and  conservation | Planning Plan, Zoning | Fund
subdivision techniques to protect | Commission, Ordinance, Land
and enhance open space areas. Town Staff Development
Regulations,
Expedited Review
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Goal: In accordance with the recommendations of the 2009 Comprehensive Plan Update, require new

development in and around historic areas within the Summerville Planning Area to be developedin a

compatible manner.

STRATEGY PARTNERS IMPLEMENTATION
TooLs FUNDING | PRIORITY | TIMELINE
In  combination with  the | Town Council, | Zoning General High On-going
recommendations of the Future | Planning Ordinance, Fund
Land Use Element, maintain | Commission Comprehensive
density comparable to Plan
development patterns in historic
areas.
Support the efforts of the Board | Town Council, | Zoning General High On-going
of Architecture Review and the | Town  Staff, | Ordinance, Fund
Commercial Design Review | Planning Comprehensive
Board. Commission Plan

Goal: Recognize local culture and to promote and encourage locally owned businesses to take root in

the Summerville community.

STRATEGY PARTNERS IMPLEMENTATION
TooLs FUNDING | PRIORITY | TIMELINE
Promote local culture in festivals | Various Civic | Comprehensive Private, High On-going
and parades. Groups; Town | Plan, Various | Non-Profit,
Council; Town Staff | Festivals and | Accommod
Events, Farmers | ations and
Market Hospitality
Tax
Encourage businesses to display | Various Civic | Comprehensive Private Low On-going
photos or memorabilia of | Groups Plan
historic events or sites in
Summerville.
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STRATEGY PARTNERS IMPLEMENTATION
Tools FUNDING PRIORITY | TIMELINE

Support the continued efforts | Town Council, | Comprehensive Accommoda | High On-going
of DREAM, merchants, | Various Civic | Plan, Downtown | tions and
property owners, and the Town | Groups; Town Staff | Plan, Special | Hospitality
to improve and expand the Events Tax
existing arts/arts education/
entertainment district in the
“Short” Central/ Richardson
Avenue area.
Work with local groups to | Arts, Business and | Fundraising Plan, | Grants, Medium | Long-term
create a performance center | Civic Coalition; | Feasibility Plan Fundraising
for Summerville based | Town Council, Town
performing arts groups that | Staff
could serve as a civic center for
other events.
Continue to support and fund | Sculpture in the | Comprehensive Funds from | High On-going
the Town’s Permanent Public | South, Town | Plan, Downtown | Sculpture in
Sculpture Program Council, Parks and | Plan the South,

Recreation Accommoda

Department tions and

Hospitality
Tax
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SCENIC AREAS

Summerville’s natural physical environment is aesthetically pleasing and a source of great benefit to its
citizens. As a major contributor to the quality of life, natural resources provide scenic value and cultural
opportunities. Although ideas about what is scenic may vary, people tend to agree on what areas and
places are the most visually pleasing. Rural roads, tree-lined boulevards, landscapes of agricultural lands
of open space and forests are examples of scenic vistas. Protection of scenic resources surrounding
historic sites and structures contributes to protection of their view sheds and integrity. (Why is this
discussion here? Wasn’t it covered above?

Goal: Protect, preserve, and expand the existing natural scenic resources and open space within the
Summerville Planning Area

Objective: Additional areas of Scenic greenway should be protected in the Summerville Planning
Area

Objective: The Town of Summerville will create an enhanced tree ordinance that provides greater
protection for existing woodland.

STRATEGY PARTNERS IMPLEMENTATION
TooLs FUNDING PRIORITY | TIMELINE

Encourage SC Department of | Town Council; Town | Contract General Medium | On-going
Transportation to allow | Staff, Planning | (Maintenance Fund,
landscaping in road right-of- | Commission, State | Agreement) Accommod
ways. Legislature, SCDOT ations and

Hospitality

Tax
Provide consistent landscaping, | Town Council; Town [ Comprehensive | General High On-going
including the planting of trees | Staff, SCDOT, Local | Plan, Zoning | Fund,
along the Berlin G. Myers | Garden Clubs Ordinance Impact
Parkway. Fees for

properties

along

corridor
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STRATEGY PARTNERS IMPLEMENTATION
TooLs FUNDING PRIORITY | TIMELINE

Review and revise, if | Planning Comprehensive General Fund | Medium | On-going
necessary, Zoning Ordinance | Commission, Town | Plan, Zoning
and/or land development | Council, Town Staff | Ordinance, Land
requirements to protect Development
designated areas through the Regulations
use of scenic road setback
requirements, landscape
buffers, and other elements.
Review and revise, if [ Planning Zoning Ordinance, | General Fund | High On-going
necessary, the Land | Commission, Town | Land
Development Ordinance to | Staff, Town Council | Development
require the provision of open Regulations,
space in large developments Development
within ~ the  Summerville Agreements,
Planning Area. Planned Unit

Developments
Support the efforts of land | Town Staff, | County/State Tax | County/State | Low On-going
conservation trusts by | Lowcountry Open | Incentive Tax
providing landowners with | Land Trust and | Programs Incentives
tax incentives for donating | Other Land Trusts
perpetual easements.
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RECREATIONAL FACILITIES

The Town has historically been the major provider of public recreation facilities for lower Dorchester
County. The Town houses a Parks and Recreation Department that oversees the numerous parks and
recreation facilities that are owned by the Town. Additionally, Dorchester County has begun to look at
its role in providing parks and recreational options to residents of the Summerville Planning Area whose
homes are outside of the Town limits.

Goal: Provide a variety of recreational opportunities and facilities.

Objective: The Town of Summerville, in coordination with private organizations and applicable
county governments, will provide recreational offerings that meet or exceed the standards set forth
in the 2009 Dorchester County Parks and Recreation Master Plan for residents within the
Summerville Planning Area.

STRATEGY PARTNERS IMPLEMENTATION
Tools FUNDING PRIORITY | TIMELINE
Identify where growth is | Town Staff, County | GIS, Impact Fees, | High On-going
occurring and identify future | Governments, Town | Comprehensive Accommo-
park sites. Seek funding to | Council Plan, Dorchester | dations and
purchase land for potential County Parks | Hospitality
parks  and recreational and Recreation | Tax, Capital
facilities prior to population Master Plan Improvement
growth. Plan
Continue to develop and | Town Council, Town | Comprehensive Impact Fees, | High On-going
expand the recreational | Staff Plan Accommo-
opportunities at the dations and
Gahagan recreational Hospitality
complex to continue to Tax, Capital
provide activities and/or Improvement
equipment for all age groups Plan

specifically targeting teens
and senior citizens.
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STRATEGY PARTNERS IMPLEMENTATION
TooLs FUNDING | PRIORITY | TIMELINE
Continue to work with | Town Council, | Comprehensive Plan, | Grants, Medium | On-going
landowners  along  key | Planning Private Easements, | Capital
corridors to obtain access | Commission, Transportation Plan Improve-
easements for | Town Staff, Bike- ment  Plan
bicycle/pedestrian  paths | Ped Advisory Accommod-
throughout the | Committee, ations and
Summerville Planning Area. | Landowners Hospitality
Tax

Continue to seek funding to | Town Staff, Bike- | Comprehensive Plan, | Grants, High On-going
increase the number of | Ped Advisory | Transportation Plan, | Accommod-
bicycle/pedestrian  paths [ Committee, Development ations  and
throughout the | Developers Agreements, Planned | Hospitality
Summerville Planning Area. Unit Developments, | Taxes,

Land Development | Private

Regulations Funding
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Goal: Complete and expand trail systems to link Gathering Places within the Summerville Planning Area.

STRATEGY PARTNERS IMPLEMENTATION
Tools FUNDING PRIORITY | TIMELINE

Continue to work to provide | Town Staff, Dorchester County Capital Medium | On-going
additional recreational Planning Parks and Recreation Improve-
opportunities in accordance | Commission, Master Plan ments Plan,
with the recommendations | Town Council Accommod-
of the Dorchester County ations and
Parks and Recreation Hospitality
Master Plan Tax, Grants
Create and implement a Town Staff, Town | Comprehensive Plan Accommod- | Medium Short-
landscaping and Council ations and term
improvements plan for the Hospitality
Sawmill Branch Canal Trail Tax, Grants
and trailhead locations.
Seek funding through either | Town Staff, Town | Comprehensive Plan Transportat | Medium On-going
the Transportation Council ion
Enhancement Program or Enhance-
through the Recreational ment
Trails Fund Program and Program,
through other funding Recrea-
sources tional Trails

Fund

Program,

Private

Funding,

Grants
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STRATEGY PARTNERS IMPLEMENTATION
Tools FUNDING PRIORITY TIMELINE

Continue to work to provide | Town Staff, Town | Comprehensive Plan, | Grants, Medium Short-
trail linkages to existing and | Council, County | Dorchester County | Capital term
proposed trail systems in | Governments, Parks and Recreation | Improve-
Dorchester, Charleston, and | BCDCOG Master Plan, Regional | ments
Berkeley counties. Planning Plan,

Transport-

ation

Enhance-

ment

Program

Goal: Provide waterway access to the Ashley River for residents of the Summerville Planning Area

STRATEGY PARTNERS IMPLEMENTATION
Tools FUNDING | PRIORITY | TIMELINE

Investigate the annexation of [ Town Council | Annexation Plan, | General Low Long-term
areas along the Ashley River | Planning Comprehensive Plan, | Fund
into the Town that may be | Commission, Dorchester County
utilized for waterway access Dorchester Parks and Recreation

County, State | Master Plan

Legislature,

Property

Owners
Cooperate with Dorchester | Town Council, | Comprehensive Plan, | General Medium Long-term
County on the construction | Dorchester Dorchester County | Fund
of a park at the Ashley River | County Parks and Recreation

site identified in the 2009
Dorchester County Parks and
Recreation Master Plan.

Master Plan.
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