






THE WAY FORwARD
COLLABORATION AND C OOPERATION  

ARE KEY TO P ROGREss

Lowcountry leaders are now charting a course which 
may serve as a model for shaping the development of 
our region in a way that respects the rights, needs, and 
abilities of the region’s communities, human and natural, 
public and private. Their mission is to consider how 
private residential and commercial land development 
might be carried out in harmony with a national forest 
and wildlife refuge, while at the same time providing 
for the needs of the area’s people and the preservation of 
their culture. Over the past year through a process 
called the Sewee Summit, representatives of local 
governments, leaders from conservation and community 
development groups, along with public and private 
landowners have been meeting to explore how they  
can best achieve that mission.

The Sewee Summit work has been divided into two 
phases:

~	� T HE N At URAL  RESOURCES. To de�ne the 
resource assets and clearly set forth their values and 
needs and to make recommendations for their 
protection. 

~	� T HE PEOpLE. To explore the values, culture and 
needs of the people who live in the region and to 
make recommendations to meet those needs and 
preserve that culture.

The work of the Sewee Summit and successful out-
comes that emerge from it depend upon the collaboration 
and cooperation of all involved, with elected of�cials 
from the Towns of Awendaw, McClellanville, and  
Mt. Pleasant, the City of Charleston and the County  
of Charleston leading by inspiration, dedication and 
example. For the natural resources and the people of 
the region, planning the future is at a crossroads. The 
Lowcountry of South Carolina has a long and well-
deserved tradition of seeking to balance its growth with 
the preservation and enhancement of the qualities that 
make it such a �ne place to live. The work of the Sewee 
Summit can help ensure that tradition will continue. 
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